ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL COUNCIL
Minutes of Regular Meeting
February 3, 2026
School Library/Zoom

“School Council would like to acknowledge that we are on the lands of the Kwanlin Diin First Nation and
Ta’an Kwdch’dn Council and thank them for allowing us to live and work on their traditional land.”

Present: Council Members: Administration:
Jessie Dawson: Chair Jim Snider: Principal
Jake Carr Sonja Sebek: Vice Principal

Sarina Sydney
Sheilah Sutherland
Jerry Zahora: Secretary Treasurer

Regrets: Honey Starr Sidney: Council Member
Jacine Fox: Council Member (Absent)

Guests: Brandie Chetcutti: E.S.C.: KDFN
Kari Unrau: Teacher
Linda Moen: MLA, Mountainview, NDP Education Critic
Ms. Hogan: Teacher
Richard Poirier: School Council Liaison: DoE

1. Callto Order: Meeting was called to order at 6:14PM

2. Adoption of Agenda: Moved by Sheilah, seconded by Sarina, THAT the agenda be adopted.
CARRIED

3. Adoption of Minutes: Moved by Jake, seconded by Sheilah, THAT the Minutes of Regular
Meeting, January 6, 2026 be adopted. CARRIED

4. Parent Concerns: Discussions re: heightened security at the school and administrations
handling of it. Council feels Admin handled it well. However, email was vague; more info
could have been provided. Perhaps provide a bit more info and use certain key works next time.

5. School Administration Report:
- Enrolment: 255
- K enrolment for next year: 20 to date
- Jan. 20: PLC for all staff — discussed School Growth: Neurosequential Model
Shelly Willington: Indigenous Educator, discuss: Cultural Safe space
- Jan. 16: PD Day held at PCSS
- Jan. 27: NME with Lisa Evans
- Jan 9/23: Jim and Dustin attend: NME Trainer program
- Jan. 14: Assembly: Recognizing student of the month
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Various clubs: ongoing:

- Boys Club:

- Singing Club/Musical

- Pink Eagles

- Basketball/Volleyball Club

- Pickle ball (Lunch recess - Pickle ball drop in)

- Hand games: with KDFN in portable (K-7)

- Community Club

- Rainbow Club

- Karaoke Club

- Active Yukon (City of Whitehorse) after school club

Field Trips throughout month, i.e: Yukon Arts Centre Performance, Skating, Mt. Sima
Swimming

Various meetings throughout month

New Blinds requested for all remaining classrooms

PA System not working in Room 9 (5/6GR) and Room 2 (2LH)

Computer for PA System — Bells are now working

Clocks not working properly

Mice: Orkin coming into school

Codes have been changed

Cameras for outside the school (RCMP Recommended) awaiting from dept.
Camera for front door to be ordered

LAT: Hilary Wilton — Temporary LAT position

Gr. 3 Temporary position until March 2026, Deanna Paquin

Gr. 2/3, Amber Scott resigned, Kari Unrau filing in until position is filled
Deanna Paquin accepted 2/3 position. Will transition once Gr 3 position is filled
EAs: Carla Cruz

Wellness Worker: Anna Currie — will be joining full time, great asset to the school!
YFNED — 3 advocates (part time with PC)

EA Reductions: Chantelle, Jesalyne, Taranpreet (due to education)
Reduction in FTE’s for 2026-27, due to declining enroliment.

School is looking at who may have to be laid off.

All temporary staff here until end of school year

Looking at staffing, meeting with Krista Strand (KDFN), have met with YFNED
Meeting with DoE re: Needs at the school

3.5 literacy position was given

Request for flag poles: no

Furniture purchase: approved

$20,000: Family Nights received from DoE

YFNED is hosting a Feast on Sat. Feb. 7. 11 — 1:00PM

Student Led conferences — coming up

Arctic winter Games — school to host

Richard: School Council Liaison advised that on Thursdays, from 10:30 — 12PM

Council members are invited to drop in and chat with Richard. Letter is coming
to advise.
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6. E.S.C.:

Brandie experiences FN Language classes, learns new Southern Tutchone and Tlingit
words/phrases, heard from Elders, collaborated with Dusk’a staff.

Learned about language revitalization initiatives, and sat on a presentation by

Kim Koyczan about medicinal herbs in the Yukon

Reports from Charlene Brown:

- ESES — Ms. Bielz Class Gr. 5 (18 students)

- ESES — Ms. Hogans class Gr. 2 (20 students)

Inclusive Learning Consultant, Alison George:

- Works with 17 students this school year

Psychomotor Therapist, Maeva Esquimbre:

- Currently away on leave, 6 students

Psychologists, Kirsten Timpany:

- Meggan Cooper resigns so down from 1.2 to .6 position or extra if she
can manage

- Both psychologists have worked with 13 students this year for consultations
or assessments

Registered Speech-Language Pathologist: Lana

- worked with 15 students so far this year

KDFN Learning Support: Rosemary Popadynec:
- Full time tutor: Frank Agyei: 2 part time tutors, one of those away on leave
- working with 7 students

Education Support Coordinators:
- Brandie: K—4: 31 students
- Chris: Gr.5—7: 17 students

Attendance initiative; sending out certificates by mail to families with good
or increased attendance, making calls home to problem solve low attendance,
working with KDFN Justice or other supports.

Student hoodie purchase and logo contest started yesterday, deadline is Feb. 13.
Citizens only

Brandie went snowboarding last week, two student shone with talent and
perseverance; k registration begins, helped 7 families register already

Chris: ESC has been joining Gr. 7 for outdoor excursions, working with teachers
where possible to support some of the most active students with some self
regulation or movement breaks; provide transportation support to Mt. Sima to help
make sure all KDFN kids can participate

7. Reports:

7.1

Transportation Committee: Meeting to be held Feb. 12, 2026
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7.2 AYSCBC: School Council elections to be held May 11.
Meeting of the Executives is to be held Feb. 16,
Meeting with School Council Chairs and Minister of Education on Feb. 18",
AGM: to be held April 18.
8. Treasurer’s Report: Balance in account is $9,797.07
9. Old Business and Correspondence:
10. New Business and Correspondence:
10.1  Letter from DoE: Re: FYI: Response to Yukon Child & Youth Advocate Office Reports

10.2  Update: Yukon’s National School Food Program

11. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:30PM
Next Regular Meeting: March 3, 2026

Jessie Dawson: Jerry Zahora:
Chair Secretary Treasurer
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