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ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

June 3, 2025 
MPR/ZOOM 

 
“School Council would like to acknowledge that we are on the lands of the Kwanlin Dün First Nation and 
Ta’an Kwäch’än Council and thank them for allowing us to live and work on their traditional land.” 
 

Present:   Council Members:    Administration: 
  Jessie Dawson:  Chair    Jim Snider:  A/Principal  
  Honey Staff Sidney    Connor Booth:  A/Vice Principal 
  Sheilah Sutherland    Sonja Sebek:  A/Vice Principal 
`  Jake Carr 
  Jacine Fox 
  Jerry Zahora:  Secretary Treasurer 
 
Regrets: Sarina Sydney:  Council Member 
 
Guests: Kari Unreau:  Teacher, Gr. 2 
  Christine Franes:  Superintendent, DoE 
 

1. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 6:32pm 
 

2. Adoption of Agenda:  Moved by Honey Staff, seconded by Jacine, THAT the agenda be 
adopted.         CARRIED 
 

3. Adoption of Minutes:  Moved by Jacine, seconded by Sheilah, THAT the Minutes of 
Regular Meeting, May 12 205 be adopted.      CARRIED 
 

4. Parent Concerns: 
 
5. School Administration Report: 

- Enrolment:  271 
- PD Day:  Staff went to AMA KU (YFNED) .  It was enjoyed by all. 
 Was on the land learning 
- June 5th:  Family night:  Bouncy castles, games, food 
- June 10th: Sports Day/Family picnic, sports stations throughout the property 
 Lunch for students and families was provided 
- June 11th:  Talent Show 
- June 12th:  Graduation – Grade 7 
- June 13th:  Celebration Gr. 4-7 – Year end Assembly 
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- June 20th: Family Night at the Yukon Arts Centre – watch Charlie and the  
 Chocolate Factory 
- Various activities and field trips throughout the month: 
 - Math Club, Boys Club, Singing Club, Beading and Reading Club 
  Pink Eagles, Basketball Club, Carving Club, Spelling Bee Club,  
  Tek Dek Club, Finer Things Club, School Assembly – recognizing the 
  Student of the month, Drumming, Rainbow Club Karaoke, Chess Club, 
  Intramurals, Active Yukon (City of Whitehorse) after school club fostering 
  confidence and connection through play, (Will find out if it is continuing  
  next year), 
  Running Club, Rugby  Club,  
 - Field Trips:  Hide Camp at KDFN (K- 7) 
 - LATS work one Friday a month on plans and discuss caseloads 
 - April 17th:  Lockdown drills:  Successful 
 - 3 Crossing guards hired by DoE (through Sirius Security) until end of 
  school year.  Are there in the AM and PM. has been a success 
 
ACTION: Christine to check into if this service can or will be available in the 
  the new school year 2025-2026 
 
 - Facilities: 
  - Blinds requested for all remaining classrooms 
  - Ceiling in LAT team room leak, now in to 2nd classroom  
   (Southern Tutchone). DoE is aware and are now in process of 
   evaluation.  Only happens if water pools up. 
  - Doorknobs:  Some are difficult to use and some need to be 
   repaired and replaced 
  - Clocks:  still not working properly.  DoE is aware and making  
   plans to fix 
  - PA System:  still not working properly.  DoE is working on 
  - Cameras outside the school (RCMP Recommended)  
   Previous cameras have been approved, but tender had no bids.  
   YG Facilities Project manager is in communication with School 
   Admin. and is investigating. 
 
ACTION: Jerry to provide Jim with info re:  previous tender and correspondence 
   
 
 - Staffing: 
  - 2025-26 LAT/French Competition – Candidate verbally accepted 
  - 2025-26 Gr. 4/5 Competition:  Interviews and hiring should be 
   completed by end of week 
  - 2025-26 Gr. 5/6 Competition – Closes June 9th 
  - 2025-26 Principal Competition – Closed May 23rd. 
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  - EA’s:  One 2025-26 EA Competition – Closes June 6th 
  - Ms. Nicole Plante joins the Gr. 6 classroom team for the  
   remainder of school year.  She will be supported by LATS and 
   EA’s to ensure a stable and supportive learning environment  
   for all students 
   School received 22 EA’s for 2025-26 school year.  
   Enrolment numbers projected are down for next year, and could 
   be as low as 252 
 
 Follow up from Richard Poirier from April’s meeting: 
 
 - Clocks in school – being looked at 
  Bell system is not functioning outdoors and requires repair: 
  Spectrum Security is scheduled to be here on April 22/25 
  Request for a sign in dental room – no response received: 
  Will reach out to principal to investigate. 
  Principal indicated school was approved for cameras but no tender bids 
  received.  Being looked at.  
 - C Cans for storage for the school have been obtained. 
  Jessie Craig from DoE has been helping with issues around  the school. 
 

6. E.S.C.:  Brandi Chetcuti:  Brandi could not attend, however sent this intro: 
 My name is Brandi Chetcuti and I have been and Education Support Coordinator 
 with KDFN since 2021.  Previously was at Porter Creek Secondary for a few years. 
 I started at Elijah Smith at Spring Break after being off on a medical leave.  As I  
 am on a gradual return to work schedule, I have not been able to attend school 
 council meetings yet.  
 Please know that in the background I have been working very hard to meet the  
 students/families and staff that I do not know from spending time at PCSS and to  
 catch up on concerns as I learn of them. 
 
 I grew up south of Whitehorse and left for a number of years for educational  
 purposes.  After I worked for various non profits and schools, always supporting 
 children and families.  I feel very fortunate to continue to make my home here 
 with my parents, brother and his family and my own little family.  And to have a 
 rewarding job supporting the KDFN community and ESES School. 
  
 Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is a particular matter tat needs my  
 attention.  My plan is that in the new school year I will be able to be present at 
 school council meetings regularly. 
 
 I know one of the items to be discussed tonight is that ESES would like to have 
 an Elder or community member to share a prayer at the Gr. 7 Graduation on  
 June 12th.  I want to put forward that asking Elder Ann Smith might be a good 
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 Option if she’s available and willing.  My coworker can reach out to her if this is 
 what the school would like to do.  Please not that I would like to ensure we have 
 an appropriate honourarium available to pay her for her time.   
 This is to be discussed further with administration. 
 Thank you,  
 

7. Reports: 
7.1 Transportation Committee: 

Committee met on May 27th. 
- Registration has began, with approximately over 1000 registered by 
 May 27th.  It is done on line this year. Deadline for registration is 
 July 1, however, can do after that date.  Late registration does pose a  
 bit of a problem as routes and drivers will have to be adjusted. 
 List of registered riders will be provided sooner than last year. 
 On line registration should help with this. 
 List is being shared with Standard so they can organize bus routes 
 and drivers. 
 Will also be shared with Admin and will be available on line  
 Cost of buses is going up:  $104 – 105is.  Minimum call out is 2 hours 
 If standard is late by 15 minutes or more – Standard will “Eat up” costs 
 
 Discussions on having EA’s to help with student management, student 
 safety.  This is a budget issue as to who would pay for. Some suggestions 
 put forward were, having student volunteers or perhaps have a dedicated 
 seating plan in place. 
 This is to be discussed with the schools, transportation dept. 
 
 Cameras on buses:  There is at least 1 camera on each bus.  Newer 
 models of buses have 5 cameras on each bus. 
 New buses in 2027 will have 7 cameras and an outside license plate. 
 (all but 7 buses have at least 1 camera) 
 
 June 4th, there will be a hiring event at Standard, with a bbq.  
 Hoping to have 20 spare drivers for the beginning of the school year. 
 
 Some suggestions put forward is to have a “Buddies bus training” to  
 introduce new riders  to school ridership, prior to school starting. 
 This would be held at the DoE.  Discussions on how best to communicate 
 this with all concerned. 
 Next meeting to be held:  Sept. 23 
 

   School would like to acknowledge that Don, bus driver for ESES (28) is a 
   great guy and goes out of his way.  He should be used to mentorship 
   others.  
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ACTION: Jerry to reach out to Standard to let them know. 

7.2 AYSCBC held its AGM on May 24.  Minister of Education, DM of Education, 
Superintendent, Operations Manager, School Council Liaison and others from  
DoE attend.  Several schools were represented as well.  More discussions on 
Communication, capacity, the lateness of staffing allotments was discussed. 
Minutes from meeting should be available soon. 
The Resource Guide for School Councils is being updated and should be  
available shortly.  

 
8. Treasurer’s Report:  Balance in account:  5,832.06. 

 
MOTION: Moved by Jacine, seconded by Honey Starr, THAT the ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL 
  COUNCIL donates $300.00 to the Elijah Smith School in appreciation to the 
  staff for their hard work and dedication.    CARRIED  
 

9. Old Business and Correspondence: 
 

10. New Business and Correspondence: 
10.1 Letter:  re:  Launch of the Integrated Outcome Strategy for Yukon Learners 

        was received and briefly discussed with council 
10.2 Hiring Process:  Update 
10.3 In Camera: 

 
MOTION: Moved by Honey Starr, seconded by Jacine, THAT the ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL 
  COUNCIL move in camera at 7:55PM.    CARRIED 
 
MOTION: Moved by Honey Staff, seconded by Jacine, THAT the ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL 
  COUNCIL move out of camera at 8:12PM.    CARRIED. 
 

11. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:15PM. 
Next regular meeting:  September 2, 2025.   
Proposed AGM to be held on September 2, 2025, at 6:30PM followed b regular meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________    ____________________ 
Jessie Dawson:      Jerry Zahora: 
Chair        Secretary Treasurer 
 

 


