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ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

April 1, 2025 
MPR/ZOOM 

 
“School Council would like to acknowledge that we are on the lands of the Kwanlin Dün First Nation and 
Ta’an Kwä’chän Council and thank them for allowing us to live and work on their traditional land.” 
 

Present: Council Members:    Administration: 
  Jessie Dawson:  Chair    Jim Snider:  A/Principal 
  Sheilah Sutherland    Connor Booth:  A/Vice Principal 
  Honey Starr Sidney    Sonja Sebek:  A/Vice Principal 
  Sarina Sydney 
  Jerry Zahora:  Secretary Treasurer 
 
Absent: Jacine Fox:  Council Member 
 
Guests: Richard Poirier:  School Council Liaison, DoE 
  Rachel Gardiner:  School Wellness Support Worker 
  Kari Unreau:  Teacher 
  Stephanie Young:  Teacher 
  Jake Carr:  Interested in Council Position 
 

1. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 6:30PM 
 

2. Adoption of Agenda:  Moved by Honey Starr, seconded by Sarina, THAT the agenda be 
adopted.         CARRIED 
 

3. Adoption of Minutes:  Moved by Honey Starr, seconded by Sarina, THAT the Minutes of 
Regular Meeting, March 4, 2025 be adopted.    CARRIED 
 

3.1 Welcome Guests:   Council welcomed Rachel Gardiner, the School Wellness Support  
 worker to the meeting. 
 Rachel introduced herself.  She has been hired under the RISE program . 
 Is at the school 1 week, full time and 1 week off, however is here part of the week too. 
 Attendance is the big issue at the school so she has made a list of the most absent  
 students.  Has made contact with them and families to help get students back to school. 
 
 Teachers do not have the time to have that contact with students.  Rachel has had  
 success in reaching out and having at least one student attend.  She is looking at this  
 from the whole school perspective. 
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 SOGI:  - 2 rainbow clubs.  This is  for K  and up. 
 Discussions were held.  Are parents aware of what SOGI is? 
 Should parents be made more aware of this so that they understand? 
 
 Jim advised parents will be getting info re:  various clubs, etc. 
 
 Council thanked Rachel for attending. 
 
4. Parent Concerns:  discussions on having more supervision on playground at lunch 

time due to bullying. 
There are more supervisors on duty now, plus EA’s are out as well at lunch time and 
at recess time.  Due to the warmer weather, there are more students outside now and 
the clubs are being done inside. 
 
Staff on duty wear an orange vest so they can be easily recognized. 
 There are:   9 at lunch 
      7 at recess 
     4 after school 
     4 before school 
 

5. School Administration Report: 
- Enrolment:  271 
- Next PD Day:  May 5th 
- Nemo Musical:  March 5th:  Ms. Bartle ran it.  It was well received 
- Various activities throughout the month:  i.e.:  
 - Math Club 
 - Boys Club 
 - Singing Club 
 - Beading & Reading Club 
 - Pink Eagles 
 - Basketball Club 
 - Carving Club 
 - Spelling Bee Club (Spelling bee April 11) 
 - Tek Dec Club 
 - Finer Things Club  
 - Rainbow Club (SOGI related awareness/LBGT focus, safe place for 
  all students, Banner Creation) 
 - Plus many more 
- Funding for Family Nights has been received 
- Monthly meetings re:  Health and Safety  
- SGP meeting:  April 15:  to discuss rough draft of SGP 
 - School Expectations 
 - Celebrate Student Success 
 - Support for Differentiated Instruction 



Page 3 of 4 
 

- Earthquake Drill to be held in fall 
- Crossing Guards:  3 crossing guards have been hired by DoE (through 
 Sirius Security) until end of school year.  Are at crosswalk and in the parking lot) 
- New Blinds requested for all remaining classrooms:  to be fixed this summer 
- Leak in LAT team room , now leaking into 2nd classroom (Southern Tutchone  
 room) 
- Bells not working 
- Installation of cameras – where? 
 

ACTION: Richard to check into the ceiling leaks, the bells not working and the placement 
  of cameras 
  
 - Staffing:  Gr.6 teacher (J. Potter) on leave until end of year.  Ms. Leslie took over 
  position until Apr. 4.  Position is posted 
 - Gr. 1 (Erika Van De Velde Weber resigned.  Position posted 
 - 3 EA’s hired as of March 
 

6. E.S.C. Brandi Chetcuti, Bachelor of Social Work, ESW, has been hired as the  
 KDFN ESC for Elijah Smith. 
 

ACTION: Jerry to reach out and invite Brandi to next meeting. 
 

7. Reports: 
7.1 Transportation Committee:  Registration was discussed again. 

No results since Sept. to get child on bus. 
Mike Hepp to be contacted  
 

ACTION: Richard to email contact info for Standard to Jerry  
 
 7.2 AYSCBC:  Meeting with Chairs and Minister was held.  Roundtable 
     discussions were held on common issues.  
         Another meeting is to be held mid May to finish discussions. 
     AYSCBC to hold its AGM on May 24th.  Details to be provided 
 

8. Treasurer’s Report:  Balance in account:  $7,100.06 
 

9. Old Business and Correspondence: 
9.1 Water testing at schools. 

Reports have been provided.  A couple of rooms at ES aren’t up to standard. 
One being the Dental Room. Has been advised to run water for around 20 – 30  
minutes to flush out impurities.  This is due to the tap not being used frequently. 
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10. New Business and Correspondence: 
10.1 Crossing guards at crosswalk – Update:  Discussed under School Admin report 

 
10.2 In Camera: 

 
MOTION: Moved by Sarina, seconded by Honey Starr, THAT the ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL  
  COUNCIL move in camera at 7:40PM.    CARRIED 
 
MOTION: Moved by Sarina, seconded by Honey Starr, THAT the ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL 
  COUNCIL move out of camera at 7:47PM    CARRIED 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION: ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL COUNCIL passed a RESOLUTION to have the Minister of 
  Education appoint JAKE CARR in the vacant position on School Council. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

ACTION: Jerry to prepare necessary paperwork to forward to the Minister’s office. 
 

11. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 7:48PM 
Next regular meeting:  May 6, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________     ___________________________ 
Jessie Dawson:      Jerry Zahora: 
Chair        Secretary Treasurer 
 


