ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL COUNCIL
Minutes of Regular Meeting
January 6, 2026
School Library/Zoom

“School Council would like to acknowledge that we are on the lands of the Kwanlin Diin First Nation and
Ta’an Kwdch’dn Council and thank them for allowing us to live and work on their traditional land.”

Present: Council Members: Administration:
Jessie Dawson: Chair Jim Snider: Principal
Jake Carr Sonja Sebek: Vice Principal
Honey Starr Sidney

Jacine Fox: Phone

Sheilah Sutherland: Zoom

Sarina Sydney: Zoom

Jerry Zahora: Secretary Treasurer

Guests: Brandie Chetcutti: ESC: KDFN
Kari Unrau: Teacher

1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 6:36PM

2. Adoption of Agenda: Moved by Jake, seconded by Honey Starr, THAT the agenda be
adopted. CARRIED

3. Adoption of Minutes: Moved by Jake, seconded by Sarina, THAT the Minutes of Regular
Meeting, November 4, 2025 be adopted. CARRIED

4. Parent Concerns:
Discussions on the pizza lunches and if they can be paid for all upfront. Yes, it can be
done.

5. School Administration Report:
- Enrollment: Nov. 255
- Enrollment: Dec. 257
- November:
- Various clubs ongoing
- Various field trips to CGC, Wildlife Preserve, Yukon University
YFNED Culture camp at Ama Ku
- Fire drill: November 4
- Crossing Guards: no info: Danielle Sheldon does before/after school when able
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Clocks: many not working
Mice: Orkin coming into the school
Codes have all been changed
Computer for PA System: Bells are now working, received replacement
computer needs to be set up
Cameras outside the school (RCMP recommended) waiting for info from
department
Amber Scott: Gr. 23 hired
Shawna Thomson — Neuro diverse Room
Lisa Harvey is retiring in December
EA hired: Sunny
December:
- staffing changes:
Kari Unrau has moved into LAT role (Nov, Dec)
EA posting again,
Deanna: Gr. 3 until March
Hillary: 1 month for K, now LAT until end of school year
Carla: EA
- Allocation for 2026-27 FTE’s has been received.
Predicted 245 students to be enrolled
Loosing 1.2 positions, probably 2 or more
EA allocation to be received in March

Brandie provided a report

Charlene — Language/Culture

Nov. Culture Week, (173 students)

Intro to regalia provided to Gr. 1

Dec. Gr. 6 Hand game drums, 19 students, 2 teachers; Christmas play with Gr. 6
Creations Story (in Southern Tutchone)lntroduction to the Talking Circle, Gr 4 &7
Inclusive Learning Consultant: Alison George: 17 students

Psychomotor Therapist, Maeva Esquimbre: 8 students

Psychologists: Kirsten Timpany and Meggan Cooper: 12 students

Registered Speech — Language Pathologist: Lana

There are weekly intervention to 7 students at ESES (1 — 2x/week) and just
completed a comprehensive language assessment with another student.
Highlights Nov/Dec:

Increased use of Augmentative and Alternative Communication Devices (by
students and staff)

Students making progress with their speech and language goals

Student attendance has been quite good (in spite of the cold)

Establishing trust and positive relationships with students, school staff and
families. All students are eager to join sessions and are actively engaged
throughout. Some have even asked to increase the frequency of intervention.
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Currently there are 2 part time tutors; 1 coordinator/tutor

5 students at ESES who receive tutoring 3/per week and 1 who receives tutoring

4/per week.

Brandie: K—4; 32 students:

Chris: Gr.5-7; 18 students

Highlights: Brandie:

- joined gr. 3 classes at Ama Ku in Nov. and continued relationship building
with students/teachers/families

- attends Dusk’a Xmas breakfast to meet families and start working on
transitions to K

- attendance initiative; monthly certificates, discretionary gift card
incentives and (hopefully) upcoming logo contest with following clothing
items for KDFN students

KDFN Family skate — TBA

7. Reports:

7.1

7.2

Transportation Committee:

Meeting was held in November. There is frustration of not knowing if buses
are coming, or of time changes. Parent/family is not sending student to school
due to no bus. To be discussed with committee. Communication from Standard
is not consistent or provided in a timely manner.

AYSCBC: Fall conference was a success with new Minister of Education attending
and various DoE representatives.

Info is on the website. 2 new executives were appointed.

School Councils’ Reference updated guide is being printed.

A meeting of the Executive is to be held shortly.

8. Treasurer’s Report: Balance in account is $10,847.07

9. Old Business and Correspondence:

10. New business and Correspondence:

10.1

10.2

Pictures (Council — Jessie) Discussions on perhaps putting pictures of council
members on the wall in the hallway where teachers are, so that community
knows who they are. Perhaps do when new council is appointed later on
this year. School Council nominations are to be held in April, and Election in
May.

In Camera: Cancelled
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11. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:25PM, Moved by Jake
Next regular meeting: February 3, 2026

Jessie Dawson: Jerry Zahora:
Chair Secretary Treasurer
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