ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL COUNCIL
Minutes of “Information Meeting”
March 3, 2026
School Library/Zoom

“School Council would like to acknowledge that we are on the lands of the Kwanlin Diin First Nation and
Ta’an Kwdch’dn Council and thank them for allowing us live and work on their traditional land.”

Present:

Regrets:

Guests:

Council Members: Administration:
Jessie Dawson: Chair Jim Snider: Principal
Jake Carr Sonja Sebek: Vice Principal

Honey Starr Sidney: Zoom
Jerry Zahora: Secretary Treasurer

Sheilah Sutherland: Council Member
Sarina Sydney: Council Member
Jacine Fox: Council Member

Brandi Chetcutti: ESC, KDFN
Richard Poirier: School Council Liaison, DoE

1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 6:30PM

2. Adoption of Agenda: Agenda was approved

3. Adoption of Minutes: Minutes of Regular Meeting, February 3, 2026: DEFERRED

4. Parent Concerns:
Discussions were held re: Safe Plan at the school. An emergency plan:
Meeting in April to be discussed further.

Bell Schedule: To be done:
Restorative practice: if students hurt others
Cameras: not working at this time.

5. School Administration Report:

Enrolment: 253

K — 38 registered

Various Professional Dev. Activities: Admin and staff
Various special school events:

- Feb. 3: primary 100™ Day Celebration

- Feb. 4: African Music Festival
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- Feb. 4-5: Polar Games Dance and Games
- Feb. 18: Opera for Kids Performance
- Feb. 19: Student of the month lunch
- Feb. 23-24: Shrek Dress Rehearsals
- Feb. 25: Pink Shirt Day
- Feb. 25: Shrek Performance
- Feb. 25— 26: Student Led Conferences
- Student Activities/Clubs:
- Boys Club, Basketball, Singing Club/Musical, Pink Eagles, Pickleball
Hand games, Community Club, Rainbow Club, Karaoke Club,
Active Yukon (City of Whitehorse)
- Various Student Field Trips:
- Mt. Mac, Swimming Lessons @ CGC, Skating @ CGC,
- New Blinds requested for all remaining classrooms
- PA System — not working in Room 2 (2LH), Spectrum came and need to do more
- Clocks — many not working
- Mice: New contract with Metro Van Pest Control
- Codes: All have been changed
- Camera from front door — on order with installation to take place in March

E.S.C.:

Report from KDFN Language and Culture: Charlene Brown:

- Dream Catchers — Mrs. Bielz

- Mitts — Mrs. Bielz

- Medicine making: 3 classes: Tyson, Murphy, Roots

- Beading — Mrs. Bielz

- Loom Beading: Amos, Bagaslao, Hogan

Report from Learning and Development Team:

- Inclusive Learning Consultant, Alison George: 16

- Psychomotor Therapist, Maeve Esquimbre: 7

- Psychology, (Kirsten Timpany): 13 students assessed or consults completed
this school year.

- Registered Speech-language Pathologist: Lana: 7

Report from KDFN Education Support Coordinators:

- Brandie: K-4; 32 students
Chris: Gr.5—7; 18 students

Highlights:

- ESC’s have narrowed logo submissions (with input), to three and are
collecting Elder and Student votes and feedback; winner to be determined
tomorrow and then hoodies ordered (purpose: encourage, recognize, include,
instill sense of pride as a student)

- Continue to track and do attendance mail outs (certificates)

- Continue to attend Dusk’a family breakfasts and plan for K transitions

- Planning monthly Circle of Care meetings between KDFN Ed. and KDFN Rec
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to support increases in kind behavior and actions of students

Circle of Care communication with KDFN Justice and Health to support
increased attendance with students with very low attendance

Attend meetings, do student pick-ups and drop offs as requested and able
and work with families/students as issues arise

7. Reports:

7.1

7.2

Transportation Committee: Mtg. was held Feb. 12:

Highlights: DoE will assess the feasibility of adjusting the student transportation
eligibility radius

My School Bus Monitor will be the sole source of transportation info, with

live tracking pilots planned for selected routes this spring

Registration backlogs have been resolved and a new Transp. Office began

Feb. 25, 2026

Elijah Smith: Requests that for new students, bus routes and times need to
be updated on website!

Also, how many buses are running at a time? At times?

And is there a policy in place

AYSCBC: There was a meeting with the Council Chairs and Minister of
Education, Scott Kent.

Minister advised that a Ban on Cell Phones — Territory Wide will be in the fall
in Yukon Schools,

Restructuring DoE. This will take about a year, should be done by 2027 — 28
school year

Whitehorse Elementary School consultation to be done, looking at other
locations

Recruitment strategy: will look at perhaps “international” recruitment (Alaska)
and Canada wide

Paul Moore: is the New Deputy Minister, DoE

Teacher allocation done in a timely manner

0O & M deficiencies: Focus is on Health and Safety Issues

HPW plan is to replace or repair

March 19%, budget is to be tabled.

School Calendar — consultation is to be done, and there will be a 3 year calendar.
This will begin 2027-28 school year

Schools will be engaged by Xmas or earlier

Project estimates need to be looked at to do a better job!

Standard buses: canceling afternoon (or morning) buses. YG is working on
getting substitute drivers

Capital Expenditures: Burwash — biggest capital project this year

Rural Schools — Ranking will be done

Teslin: is at top of list
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Secondary Schools - Planning: This will take a year of planning
St. Elias, Haines Junction: needs to be looked at
Minister will meet with Chairs again, and be more engaged.

8. Treasurer’s Report: Balance in account: $9,147.07
9. Old Business and Correspondence:

10. New Business and Correspondence:
10.1  Fundraising Opportunity:

Panago Pizza is offering to donate a $1.00 from every sale of pizza during a
specific time.

ACTION: Jerry to contact

11. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:51PM
Next Regular Meeting: April 7, 2026

Jessie Dawson: Jerry Zahora:
Chair Secretary Treasurer
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