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ELIJAH SMITH SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

November 4, 2025 
School Library/Zoom 

 
“School Council would like to acknowledge that we are on the lands of the Kwanlin Dün First Nation and 
Ta’an Kwäch’än Council and thank them for allowing us to live and work and play on their traditional 
land.” 
 

Present:  Council Members:    Administration: 
  Jessie Dawson:  Chair    Jim Snider:  Principal 
  Sheilah Sutherland    Sonja Sebek:  Vice Principal 
  Jake Carr 
  Sarina Sydney 
  Jacine Fox 
  Jerry Zahora:  Secretary Treasurer 
 
Absent: Honey Starr Sidney:  Council Member 
 
Guests: Chris Vainio:  KDFN ESC 
  Kayla Anderson:  Parent 
  Kari Unrau:  Teacher 
   

1. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 6:37PM 
There were introductions around the table. 
 

2. Adoption of Agenda:  Moved by Sheilah, seconded by Jacine, THAT the agenda be 
adopted.         CARRIED 

 
3. Adoption of Minutes:  Moved by Sheilah, seconded by Jacine, THAT the Minutes of 

Regular Meeting, October 7, 2025 be adopted.    CARRIED 
 

4. Parent Concerns:   
Jessie and council commented on the evacuation of the school on October 17, 2025 
when there was smoke coming out of a ventilation in the girls bathroom.  The orderly 
and organized manner with which this came about was commendable.  The Fire 
department arrived, and the DoE also made sure that families were notified.   
Standard Bus came and loaded students up so they would not be cold and took them to 
EET to stay until parents/guardians could come and get them. 
EET also helped with students,  
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A parent concern was brought up with regards to the communication system.  Txts were 
sent, parents were called, emails were sent.  However, school messenger needs to be 
looked into to ensure proper communication is received.  
Kayla Anderson also asked about emergency kits at the school. With items such as 
blankets, walkie-talkies. 
There are 2 bags in each classroom which have silver blankets, etc.  These also go in bag 
to go into the forest and those include bear spray. 
It was suggested that maybe have a Tupperware container with snacks, non-perishables. 
And as well, create bags for sensory students. 
Walkie talkies to ensure staff can communicate was discussed.  To be looked into.  
 

5. School Administration Report: 
- Enrolment:  253 
- School Growth:  Mtgs.  All staff – meets monthly 
- DoE led PD Day:  Oct. 10 
- NME Info session training upcoming in November 
- First Aid Training:  EA:  Christine Kopan 
- NCI Training:  Ky Elliott and Galena Roots. In Nov. 4 more staff are going 
- Syllasense  (Neurosequential) – Pam Booth, Stephen Ronning, John Amos 
 14 staff cohort 
- All EA’s – Assistive Tech 
- All EA’s attend with parents, Media and Effect on students – Parent night 
 This is – impact on students brain effects with technology session 
- Oct. 15:  School assembly:  Recognizing Student of the Month 
- Oct. 22:  All City Band Performance 
- Oct 23 – 24:  Parent/Teacher interviews 
- Oct. 23:  Student of the month lunch with Principal 
- Oct. 23:  Intentional With Tech:  done during day 
- Oct 20 – 24:  Book Fair 
- Oct. 30:  7:00 -9:00PM:  Gr. 7 Halloween Day:  Gr. 7’s from various schools 
 in Whitehorse attend 
- Oct. 31:  Monster Parade, Costume Parade, - done down the street, great  
 success 
- Ongoing:  Auditions and rehearsals – Shrek Musical – to perform in Spring 
- Various clubs/activities during the month: 
 - Arts Festival - Ended Oct 4:  Princess Bride Performance, Gr. 5 – 7 
 - Community Club:  1st Wed. of each month:  Reaching out and helping 
  community:  Ms. Hyatt 
 - Rainbow Club:  Mon – Wed.  12:- 12:30:  SOGI related awareness/LGBT 
  focus, Gr. 6-7,  
  Safe space for all students, Banner creation.  Run by Wellness worker  
  Anna, to start.   
 - Active Yukon (CoW) after school to start in November.  Is an after school 
  Club fostering confidence and connection through play.  Gr. 2/3 
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 - Colour your world Club:  Newcomers to Canada, to learn Canadian  
  Culture 
- Various field trips  
- School Wellness Worker starts this week. To help ensure attendance (Anna) 
 Caroline, Admin Asst. gives Principal a list of absences on Fridays 
- Fire Drill:  Oct. 17 fire evacuation is counted as a Fire Drill 
- Lock Down Drill – September 
- Crossing Guards:  No info.  Danielle Sheldon has been doing before /after 
 school when able  
- Clocks:  many not working properly 
- Mice:  Orkin coming into the school to deal with 
- LAT:  Shawna Thomson – hired for Neurodiverse Room 
- Kari Unrau – Moves into LAT role 
- Lisa Harvey is retiring in December 
- Amber Scott:  Gr.2/3 – replacing Kari Unrau 
- EA”  Sunny – starts today 
- Wellness Worker:  Anna Currie – joins ESES full time 
- YFNED:  3 advocates:  Kaidence, - Math, Hannah and Tanya ,Hannah and Tanya – 
 Social Emotional  (Tanya – part time with PC) 
- EA Reduction:  Chantelle, Jesalyne, Taranpreet, due to education 
Jim provided a 3 year capital plan list:   
Schools Capital plan budget is $7800) 
ESES Needs: 
- Furniture, tables, - diverse room 
Wish List: 
- medicine wheel table 
- Wabble stools 
- Cushion – vibrate 
- Swedish ladder 
- Epson Board 
3 year: 
- fence along Hamilton Blvd. 
- Flag poles – x 2 
- Security cameras 
- signage for the school – upgrade!!! 
- playground equipment 
- Blinds 
- Totem – in front carvings 
- Fire pit – cultural area needs to be upgraded/repaired/replaced…. 
 

6. E.S.C: 
Chris provided a brief overview; Brandie to send a report to Jerry. 
- Allison – working with 6 students (ES) 
- Maeve – working with 2 students (ES) weekly – biweekly meetings 
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- Christina, Psych. Education – assessment (11 open files) 
- Megan – Psych.  Working with 22 students 
- Lana – Speech Psychologist:  working with 7 students, 3 more to come 
- Rosemary:  coming – tutor coordinating/ P/T tutor filing in gaps 
- Attendance initiative - support 
- Space Issues:  Occupational therapist is in the portables 
 

7. Reports: 
7.1 Transportation Committee:  Meeting was cancelled, to be rescheduled 
7.2 AYSCBC:  A meeting of chairs was held, with discussions on common issues 

Such as :  Allotment process, EA and FTE’s, PA and Security issues, 
water testing results, communication. 
Leaders forum was also held, with discussions from each party.   
A Fall conference of AYSCBC is to be held on November 22, 2025, at the 
Yukon Inn.  Details to be provided as soon as available.  
 

8. Treasurer’s Report:  Balance in account,  $11,925.07 
 

9. Old Business and Correspondence: 
 

10. New Business and Correspondence: 
10.1 Drinks at the school:  There is no policy at the school re:  energy drinks, etc. 

 
10.2 In Camera:   In Camera session was cancelled. 
 

11. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:00PM 
Next Regular Meeting, December 2, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Jessie Dawson:      Jerry Zahora: 
Chair        Secretary Treasurer 
 
 
 

  
 


