Elijah Smith Elementary School

May 2026 Newsletter

Important May/June Dates

Date Event
May 5 School Council Meeting (6pm)
May 6 Assembly: Circle of Courage
May 7 Carmacks Ridge Run
May 8 PD Day - NO SCHOOL
May 12 Regional Heritage Fair
May 14 St. Francis Shoe Shuffle
May 16 Community Yard Sale 10-2
May 18 Victoria Day - NO SCHOOL
May 20 Kindergarten Orientation
May 22 Haines Junction Forestry Run
May 26 Gr. 7 Track & Field
May 27 Gr.5/6 Track & Field
June 5 Primary Grey Mountain Gallop
June 8 Sports Day / Family lunchtime BBQ
June 9 Kindergarten Graduation
June 9 Eagle Explosion Ice-Cream Event (4-7pm)
June 11 Gr. 7 Graduation
June 12 Last Day for Students - Final Reports home




Every Student Every Day

Help Your Child Succeed in School:
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Build the Habit of Good Attendance Early

School success goes hand in hand with good attendance!

DID YOU KNOW?

« Starting in kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school.

Missing 10 percent (or about 18 days) can make it harder to learn to read.

Students can still fall behind if they miss just a day or two days every few weeks.

Being late to school may lead to poor attendance.

Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help children catch up.

Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school—and themselves. Start building this habit
in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Good attendance
will help children do well in high school, college, and at work.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Set a regular bed time and morning routine.
Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.

Find out what day school starts and make sure your child has
the required shots.

Introduce your child to her teachers and classmates before
school starts to help her transition.

Don't let your child stay home unless she is truly sick. Keep in
mind complaints of a stomach ache or headache can be a sign
of anxiety and not a reason to stay home.

If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to
teachers, school counselors, or other parents for advice on

how to make her feel comfortable and excited about learning.

Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something
comes up. Call on a family member, a neighbor, or
another parent.

Avoid medical appointments and extended trips when school
is in session.

When Do Absences
Become a Problem?

CHRONIC ABSENCE
L 18 or more days

{ 10 to 17 days

SATISFACTORY
{ 9 or fewer absences

Note: These numbers assume
a 180-day school year.

For more on school readiness, visit attendanceworks.org and reachoutandread.org
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Good attendance = School success! Many students miss a significant amount of school,
and while we realize that there are many reasons students may be absent, these missed
days add up to large blocks of learning. Research shows students succeed academically,
socially, and emotionally when they have regular school attendance.

We have many supports available to help your child at school. Please do not hesitate to
reach out to your child’s teacher, an Administrator, or the School Wellness Specialist to
discuss options for support.



Anna Currie - School Wellness Specialist

anna.currie@yukon.ca

Reading

A Parents: This Simple 20-Minute Habit Can
‘ Change Your Child’s Future

o

Reading for just 20 minutes each night may not seem like much—but it adds up fast.
In a single year, that habit adds up to 7,300 minutes, or more than 121 hours of reading. Keep it

going for five years, and your child will spend over 608 hours with books.

That time matters. Children who read daily are exposed to thousands of new words each year—
far more than they'd ever hear in everyday conversation or see on a screen. Reading also

strengthens focus, memory, imagination, and the ability to understand complex ideas.
And the benefits go well beyond language. Students who read regularly perform better in every
subject because reading builds background knowledge, critical thinking, and confidence.

This is why we ask parents to set aside 20 minutes every day for their children to read.
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Just a book and 20 minutes.

Some days, ask your child about what they read. Other days, let the book speak for itself. Keep it
light, keep it natural—the real goal is to build the habit of reading for pleasure and having

genuine conversations about books.

The bigger goal? To nurture a lifelong reader and learner.

So here is your homework: Have your child pick a book that truly interests them. Then, set

aside 20 minutes of quiet, focused reading time each day. And if you choose to read alongside

them—even better.
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Active Commute Month May 1-31

Today is the start of Active Commute Month! Form a team with friends/family or go
solo! Weekly prize draws to keep you motivated and Grand Prizes at the end of the
challenge. https://activecommutewhitehorse.ca/active-commute-month/

& S0MY,.  Move more.

& 3 .

< Drive less.
sael f Win prizes.

Active Commute Month 2026 HY s L
Why join:

May 1to 31 Friendly rivalry

Form a team with your
workplace or school—or

Spewnd less on 9as

go solo. Earn points for oUur ener
biking, walking, busing Boos+ Y %
and carpooling! Weekly prize draws
Grand prizes and
bragging rights

Remember to not ride bikes/scooters once you are on the school grounds
and that bike helmets are to be worn at all times when in use! Also,

bikes/scooters are to be kept at the designated bike racks in front of the
school and should be locked up.

Lost & Found

Please continue to check the Lost & Found for items you might be missing. Any items
remaining at the end of the school year will be donated.


https://activecommutewhitehorse.ca/active-commute-month/

Upcoming Drills

Any drills for the remainder of the school year will be unannounced but just to note, there
will be some surprise drills.

Family Engagement Opportunities

We love when families get involved at Elijah Smith! You can support our school
community by:

* Helping in the Library — we can always use a hand shelving books or reading to
children

* Volunteering to read with students

* Joining School Council (1st Tuesday of each month, 6:00 p.m., in person or via Zoom)
* Assisting on field trips

If interested, please contact your child’s teacher or email ESES@Yukon.ca

School Drop Off

Thank you for keeping our Stop and Drop area running smoothly by limiting time at the
curb. Your cooperation helps ensure student safety and smooth traffic flow. Please have
children exit from the passenger side of the car and always use the crosswalks.

Cross Walks

If your child uses the cross walk — please teach them to press the button, look both ways
and then only proceed when the cars have fully stopped. We have heard from drivers that
our students are not using the crosswalk button. This is very dangerous and we want to be
sure everyone is safe.

Bell Schedule

* 8:05 a.m. — Staff on duty outside

* 8:28 a.m. — First bell (students enter)

* 10:05-10:25 a.m. — Morning Recess

* 12:00-12:25 p.m. — Lunch Recess (outdoor play)
* 12:25-12:50 p.m. — Lunch (students eat inside)

* 3:04-3:20 p.m. — Staff on duty outside
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School Council Elections

Due to having received and approved four nomination packages for Elijah Smith Elementary
School Council election, a poll will be held on the following days to elect three members:

e Early Voting: Saturday, May 9t from 11AM to 4PM
e Polling Day: Monday, May 11t from 3PM to 8PM

The polling place will be within the school. The exact location is still to be determined; an
update will be provided in the future with additional information.

The approved candidates are (in posting order):
Robyn Lopushinsky

Kyle Couch

Jake Carr

Jessie Dawson

School Council meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month at 6:00 p.m. in the
school library. Everyone is welcome!

School Fundraisers

Boston Pizza Receipts

Our school has partnered with Boston Pizza for a fundraiser! Bring in your family's
Boston Pizza receipts to help our school earn 5% of total receipts for the year!
Fundraising efforts will go to fun school activities throughout the year!


http://ese.yukonschools.ca/fundraisers.html

Community Yard Sale
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Elijah Smith Elementary’s Grade 7RM Class is hosting
a Community Yard Sale on Saturday, May 16™.
10:00am — 2:00pm
No EARLY BIRDS please!

Besides our own tables, we have tables available to rent
for community members and local vendors.
Details:
» $25 / table (cash and pay at sale)
» Tables will be set-up outside, at front of
Elijah Smith Elementary School, on paved surfaces

» Sale will move inside if weather turns ugly

For bookings, call Robyn Murphy at 667-5992 or

email robyn.murphy@vesnet.vk.ca

** Fundraiser for Grade 7RM Year End Trip **



Bean North
Orders can be made with robyn.murphy@yesnet.yk.ca until May 25t%. Cash or
cheques payable to Elijah Smith Elementary School.

Bean Morth Coffee Roasting Co. Ltd. offers the largest selection of certified organic and
fair-trade coffees purchased directly from 10 differemt countries and 23 community coffee
cooperatives. In our efforts to support small producers abroad and give back to our local
community, we're proud to support the Elijah Smith School - Grade 7RM

Quality coffee takes quality care—that's why each roast profile is crafted for the coffee’s
origin and hand roasted to order in small batches, Our coffee iz packaged in 100% compostable Biotre bags 1o
keep it fresh and reduce environmental impact.

htem# Blends & Single Origin Coffees - 340 g bag - $19.99

201 Yukon Wild Light Roast- Yukon Wild is a mellow character and smooth notes of caramel and vanilla.
202  Spring Blend Honey Roast- Sweet, Balanced, Fruity with caramel and honey-like undertones.
203  Woodchopper Dark Roast -A true dark coffee with a sharp edge and clean finizh.,
101 Tombstone Espresso Espresso Roast- Bean Morth's Signature Espresso- 25 yrs in the making!
liem# Decaf - 340g bag - §21.99
501  Midnight Magic Decaf Dark Roast- A perfect decaffeinated coffee for after dinnert
How
tem:# Coffee (Product Description) Grind Many Price Total

Hame:

Address:

Grind:
A - farto/Drip/Basket WB - Whole Bean FP - French Press
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